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coinage at different mints except at St. Thome and Covelong.1
Probably Imam Sahib was opposed to the validity of the grant
obtained from Muhammad Sa'id Khan for coining Arcot
Rupees as his own personal interest was closely involved in
it. The first thing he did, after Nizamu'l-Mulk's coming to
Arcot, was to take his permission to open his own private
mint at St. Thom6. His interest was better served by getting
orders to close the English mint.

When direct diplomacy failed, the Governor of Fort St.
George approached the sister of Imam Sahib who lived perma-
nently in Madras, under the protection of the English, to
intercede in this matter. She had an immense influence with
her brother. Fortunately for the English she agreed to take
upon herself the responsibility of settling the matter with
her brother favourably for the English. She succeeded in
obtaining an order from Imam Sahib to the Havildar of St.
Thome directing him to conduct himself in such a manner
that it might appear as much as possible that the English
were in possession of the villages till such time as he could
obtain formal sanction frota Nizamul-Mulk.2

After some days Imam Sahib wrote to his sister that the
petition for the villages was duly signed by Nizamu'1-Mulk
and there was nothing wanting except the seal of Khwaja
'Abdullah Khan which he would get as soon as the latter
returned from his tour in the districts. But for the intercession
of Imam Sahib the getting of the Sanad would have entailed
a lot of expense for the English.3

As for the mint, no direct answer was given, but at the
same time no orders were issued to prohibit the English
from coining the Arcot Rupees. The Company continued to
coin surreptitiously, imagining that

If they (Nizamu'l-Mulk's officials) should have any inti-
mation of it, and indeed considering how many must of
necessity be employed in it, some will probably be rascals
enough to divulge it, we may write them that we are only
coining the company's money according to our usual cus-
tom of which they need no other proof than the quantity
of silver which has been carried from hence and coined in

1 Ibid.            2 Diary and Consultation Book, 1743.            3 Ibid.